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EMILY MURRAY INVESTIGATES
HOW SCOTTISH DESIGNERS
ARE HELPING US SAVE SPACE
IN OUR HOMES

s your home doing your head in? Maybe
you don’t have enough room to hang your
clothes so they’re lying all over the floor?
Perhaps your children'’s toys appear to

be multiplying and are taking over every
room? Or maybe your pad just feels dark and
cramped and you long for light and air?

Ome man who knows how to make the
most of even the smallest and most awkward
of living spaces is Richard Murphy, the
architect who designed the Murphy House,
the Edinburgh home that won RIBA’s
prestigious House of the Year prize at the
end of last year. Competition judge Philip
Thorn says: “Although it’s a small property,
the Murphy House is deceivingly large inside
due to the clever use of space, Every room
contains a surprise and the attention to detail
is exceptional.”

Built on an awkward plot at the end
of a terrace in Edinburgh’s New Town,
Richard Murphy’s house is described by
RIBA President Jane Duncan as “part jigsaw
puzzle, with its hidden and unexpected
spaces, and part Wallace and Gromit, with
its moving pieces and disappearing walls.”
The house includes a hidden bath in the
master bedroom, a folding corner wall, and
sliding bookshelf ladders that glide around
the subterranean library, among many other
unigue, space-saving features,

While we might not have the design
expertise (or spare plot of land) to create or
transform our own homes in this way, we
can certainly learn from Richard’s innovative
approach. And there are plenty of surprisingly
affordable design solutions on hand right here
in Scotland to help us use whatever space we
have more effectively. Read on for more info...»
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The Cameron family completely stressing
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House, photo by Keith Hunter
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SMART KITCHEN STORAGE

Euan Goodman, founder of new East Lothian kitchen
and furniture design company Kobod (kobod.co.uk), is
passionate about how smart, simple design can massively
increase your kitchen storage and living space on a
budget. The company uses solid birch plywood to form
the cupboards, which take a mere three minutes each
to make, thanks to a time- and cash-saving automated
manufacturing process. This meant he could install

a full, custom-made kitchen in his own home for
around £8,000.

“We used to have an old farmhouse kitchen with
rubbish wall cupboards and a narrow island,” says
Goodman. “Since our renovation, we have four times as
much storage space, and that’s without even adding any
wall cupboards. Now when we have people round, instead
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of them escaping to the dining room, they hang out in the
kitchen as it’s much more inviting.”

How does Goodman create so much extra space? He
puts it down to clever design software and storage drawers
that maximize the space available. He’s a big fan of what
he calls ‘pan drawers’, which are much deeper than
standard drawers, meaning you can fit larger appliances
such as blenders and large saucepans into them. As they
are drawers instead of cupboards, it’s also easier to access
the area at the back, so you utilize every inch of space.
Another smart aspect o design is the inclusion of open
bookshelves, which give the space a softer, lived-in feel.

Kobod’s clever kitchen cupboards will be available
to buy on their website in the summer, but if you're
desperate for extra kitchen storage now, contact 1
euan@kobod.co.uk for a bespoke quote. > 0131 525 B&OO
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Here’s our pick of DIY chic
storage, for a podium finish

‘ Siena sofa now only £799%
Inspiring the finest homes
for over 40 years. N TR (G | MOLE

GOLD

Bloomingville
squares shelf
in brushed
gold: £349

Offering everything from classic to modern furniture, our stores have
everything to help you create your own amazing space. Regardless of your

budget or style, we are the home of inspiration.

SILVER

Lyon Beton
concrete plus
square storage
module: £22

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX
= = Extensions nowadays can be so much more than a one-design-fits-all - ‘

_]ﬁ__‘_kﬁ:g box tacked onto the back of a house. The extensions that are most cost- s = _awh 4 ‘ . L - .

B HE and space-effective are in fact the ones that incorporate more than a INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICE BATHROOM DEPARTMENT ™ FLOORING DEPARTMEN'I: g
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, Rictik; liscker A great example of this is a small ground floor extension housing s INTERIORS o [ INENS & CURTAINS = TABLEWARE e CAFE & RESTAURANT
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= grey:aa0 had to be narrow, the new extension feels wider due to extensive use of * BATHROOMS * FURNITURE * FLOORING
I s }‘ li i i l i e glass, which helps give a sense of openness. There’s plenty of wardrobe ICOULTRY - A DEI S
1 I storage for the owner’s clothes, but this is concealed, so the bedroom

feels spacious and uncluttered. The ultimate use-every-square-inch
design sees even the extension’s stair treads open to reveal secret
storage compartments.
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All items available cn amara.com
Find eut which departments are in your nearest store at.
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And while extensions can be costly, rest
assured that even if you do sell your home,
your efforts will add up to a good investment.
As TV property expert Phil Spencer says,
adding an extension can add 11 per cent to the
value of your property.

THINK OUTSIDE THE HOUSE

It’s not just your home that can be reworked
to give you more space — your garden can

be a big part of the solution too. Creating
more space is the ultimate goal with a garden
room, which - done properly - is a relatively
easy way to extend your home, as the good
ones are quick to erect and usually don’t
require planning permission.

“For our clients, it’s been about finally
being able to reclaim the spare room,” says
John Langley from JML Garden Rooms in
Perthshire. “A garden room can happily
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house that makeshift spare room gym:
Tunning machine, weights, yoga mat and all.
Or it can become an art studio, a study, or
even a teenage games room, liberating the
sitting room from piles of computer games
and DVDs. Whatever it becomes lightens
the load on the main house, freeing up space
for other uses.” And again, there’s the extra
advantage of adding value to your home
when and if you sell. As Langley puts it: “As
more and more people are working from
home, our clients have seen their garden
room investment increase the value of their
home significantly as so many buyers are
now really attracted to the idea of an outside,
usable space.” Not to mention the fact that
working in a separate building means you
can’t hear the kids’ light saber battles.
Working in a space that doesn’t resemble the
Death Star? Priceless. @

Whatever

it becomes
lightens the
load on the
main house,
freeing up
space for
other uses

LUXURY BATH
AFFORDABLEF

If you're looking to create the ideal bathroom Victor Paris has it all, a family
bathroom, a relaxing haven cr an en-suite shower room. We create solutions

to fit your bathroom requirements perfectly, everything you could possibly need
is on display in each of our three stunning showrooms. Victor Paris is one of the
UK's leading bathroom and tile specialists, providing an extensive range of luxury
products at affordable prices.

WINNER OF THE KBB BATHROOM SHOWROOM OF THE YEAR AWARD

GLASGOW, 60 Washington Street, Glasgow G3 8AZ

VICT®R
EDINBURGH, 178 Dundee Street, Edinburgh EH11 1DQ
a I 1 DUNDEE, 92 Albert Street, Dundee DD4 6QH

BATHROOMS WwWw.victorparis.com




